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Gang prevention starts with community involvement
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Feeling marginalized or isolated, adolescents join gangs for social relationships that give them a sense of identity. For
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some communities, youths are intensively recruited or coerced into gangs. They seemingly have no choice. A few are O Pump it up
virtually born into gangs as a result of neighborhood traditions and their families' earlier and perhaps continuing gang ¢, Las Cruces cafe downgraded to "unsatisfactory”
participation and/or involvement in criminal activity. K/ > (9.45 a.m.)

Members of most gangs in the United States live in the least comfortable areas of the cities in which they live. TW 3. 2-time rapist gets 54-year sentence
r

young people did not recently experience bad luck or fall from grace, and then decide to settle in the worst, @ ginal 4. Prominent Juarez dentist kidnapped from clinic

parts of the city. In fact, they reside in an area of the city (1:46 p.m.)
is separation 5. Sound Off (Jan. 30)
Advertisement s limits the 6. Governor to close Las Cruces office
i @ that one has with 7. Wrong-way driver faces numerous charges in
the dominant culture and customs, which thus blocks Interstate 10 chase...
ing bottled up in this manner 8. Las Crucens consider life with 5-day-a-week postal
aggression among the delivery
9. Las Cruces restaurant downgraded Monday (8:21
vention should be part of a larger a.m)

text that fosters a safe and healthy learning 10. Police arrest Juarez man driving stolen N.M. truck

(1:44 p.m.)

ly to gang influence in schools, they must be
are of the reasons that youths become involved in
0 gangs.
School personnel should treat gangs as a symptom of
O underlying community problems, not as the cause. When
gang problems in schools are treated as symptoms,
solutions will include an investigation into the needs that
young people are attempting to satisf@)ugh gang activity and the coordination of community resources to help respond
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to those needs. All Listings

All young people, regardless of s(@economic status, should have an opportunity to bond, belong, and contribute to their
schools and to their con‘muni@&ducators must take on the responsibility of assisting marginalized youths in achieving
that goal.

Questions and comm@hould be addressed to Jeremy Baldillez, Ed.S., NCSP, School Psychologist, Las Cruces Public
Schools at jbaldill@cps k12.nm.us
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